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UPCOMING EVENTS MEETINGS  
Monday 24 th August  Teacher only day at the 

kindergarten  
Wednesday 19 August  
at 9am 

Fair meeting   

Tuesday 15 th 
September  

Sue Simpson ’s 
evening  talk  

Tuesday 25 Aug  7pm Proprietors mee ting  

Frid ay 25th Sept  Last day of term 3  Wednesday  2 
September  
9am 

Kindergarten 
Management 
Commit tee 

  Thurs 3 rd September  
 

Board of Trustees  and 
Propriet ors 

  Wednesday 9 
September 7pm . 
 

Meeting for all people 
in the community to 
discuss the plans for 
the next three years 

 
 
"When I examine myself and my methods of thought, I come to the  
conclusion that the gift of fantasy has meant more to me than any talent for abstract, 
positive thinking." 
 
— Albert Einstein                                                                                      

FROM THE OFFICE 
 
The school’s upper classes 
The Board has been meeting with Class 5 and discussing the future of the upper classes. It confirms 
that as a full primary it offers class 6 and 7. The Board will be holding a meeting for the whole 
community to discuss how this can be accomplished in a manner that ensures we offer a sound 
Steiner education to all the children in the school. This meeting is scheduled for 7pm on Wednesday  
9 September. 
 
FAIR NOTICES 
Meeting  
Fair organisers -we are having a meeting this Wednesday morning at 9am - for 45 minutes.  If you 
can't make it to the meeting please ring to update me on plans for your stall.  New people very 
welcome! 
  
URGENT! 
We still haven't found anyone to design our fair poster.  This needs to be done!  We want it to be 
printed ready for distribution  before the school holidays.  It isn't a huge job -we have last year's fair 
poster on CD -it just needs to be "twinked" into a medieval theme. Linda (472-7646). 
 
 
 
High School Vision Group  
 
By the strength of our love 
And our unified purpose 
Our vision is realised 
And brought to fruition. 
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A vessel is formed 
By our intention 
To support our children 
On their path to adulthood 
 
We had a wonderful first meeting last Monday, with an enthusiastic group of parents, grandparents, 
High School teachers and future High School teachers.  We discussed our vision which includes an 
integrated Steiner High School of 60 – 90 students  starting in 3 to 7 years time, depending on 
demand. Our initial steps include creating an “expression of interest form” to gauge potential demand 
within our school and the wider community; beginning the discussion with the Ministry to explore the 
possibility of gaining an Integration Agreement; and conducting an informal survey of the 4 Steiner 
High Schools in New Zealand to learn about their process of development. 
A copy of our minutes will be posted in the office. Our next meeting is scheduled for 23rd October at 
5.30pm. 
 
 
Wendy Cook – Possible lectures/workshops etc. for Feb/Mar 2010 in NZ .  
Let the office know whether you would be interested in attending a workshop or evening lecture  run 
by the author of “Foodwise” and  the “Biodynamic Food and  Cookbook. Te Ra  School and Raphael 
House (Wellington) are trying to ascertain how much interest there would be in such a tour to New 
Zealand by Wendy Cook. Wendy was motivated by the experience of having an asthmatic child to 
study Macrobiotics and then Rudolf Steiner’s approach to nutrition and agriculture.  
 
 
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Class 3  
Next Wednesday 26 August Class 3 are proud to be providing very healthy pizza slices for lunch. This 
is to raise funds to buy wood for our tree-house building project. We will have meat, vegetarian and 
gluten free pizza choices. The price is $2 a slice. Primary school children will need to order their pizza 
next Monday.  
Thanks, Sofia B and the children of class 3 
 
Class 3 would also be happy to receive any donations of suitable timber, old doors, windows and  
roofing materials for their project. We’d like to thank Mr Rawle for the  nice new blackboard, Linda for 
the sweeping last week and the Cohen family for the tea and kettle. Our new stove is a great asset 
and keeps us all warm during class.  
 
Class 5  
We are wrapping up this week what has been a magical block of Plant Study, combining the 
disciplines of painting, observational drawing, poetry-writing and lively discussion characterising the 
various orders of plants. All work in this block has been done on large sheets of drawing and painting 
paper, to be assembled as a Main Lesson book at the end of the week.  
Next week we will begin the Ancient Greek block that will take us to the end of term. 
 
On that topic, information has arrived to us providing more detail around the annual C5 Greek 
Olympiad for Steiner children nationwide, held in Hastings in Term 4. Plans toward fundraising and the 
seeking of potential sponsorship are underway! Any ideas or leads from anyone in the community will 
be gratefully received – please speak to Lee or to John Hanson directly, or phone in the evenings 
before 8pm. 
 
Class parent reps  
Thank you to parents for taking on the class parent rep roles. Katja Schweikert (Tamatea’s mother) is 
the parent rep for Class 1 and 2, and Liselle Wood (Saffron and India’s mother) is the rep for Class 3. 
We are waiting to agree a rep for Class 5 – a volunteer is wanted (or you may be commandeered!) 
 
Yurt Sweeping and Kindling Roster  
A reminder to check the roster on the office noticeboard to see if you are sweeping this week 
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS 
 
The children and staff have coped very well in the past week despite the fact that two of our normal 
staff have been away. Thank you to Liqin, Junko and Vivien for stepping in to relieve for us in the 
absence of Dianne and Violet. We are looking forward to hearing about their visit to the Christchurch 
Rudolf Steiner School, Kindergarten and Nursery and they will no doubt be armed with new ideas to 
put into practice.  
The children in the Kowhai Room have been displaying a real interest in skipping and paper folding. 
Vivien brought a very special quilt she had made and was able to tell the children fascinating stories 
about the different materials in the quilt.  
The Rata Room has had two children visiting this week: Fynn and Sarah. Welcome to the Steiner 
Kindergarten and Nursery to you and your families from us all.  
The Kowhai Room children are at present very enthusiastic about skipping. They were also very 
pleased to find a hoop had strayed into their playground, probably one belonging to the school and 
they set about finding new ways to use it.  
As this is my last week at the Dunedin Rudolf Steiner Kindergarten I would like to take this opportunity 
to say good-bye to you all and thank you for sharing your world with me. It has been a very special 
experience – one which has had a big impact on me and I know I will never be quite the same again. 
Although I have worked with many people in my career, some of  whom are very conscientious and 
dedicated, it is the first time I have been part of an educational institution started up by people with 
such passion and vision. They have kept the flame kindled through good times and bad, rolling with 
the punches and delivering with such generosity and love so the children can enjoy their childhoods 
today even though we are living in a crazy modern world.   
I am looking forward now to working close to home and to being a teacher again – the role I love, 
working with the children, rather than being a supervisor. I am looking forward to being home in the 
daylight, to being able to check on and care for my sheep, to being able to spend more time with my 
family, to being able to take our dog for walks and to planting some trees. For the past year these 
have been activities I have only been able to sing about!  
Very best wishes to you all and care for one another and those very special people who give up their 
lives to making it possible to have a Steiner playgroup, nursery, kindergarten and school at all. I 
realise how enriched my life has been thanks to meeting up with Merrall and Alex outside the stables 
in the dark with the hay! I knew then there was something really special about these people and now I 
know what it is. You are both amazing. I will never forget you and thank you for everything. 
Ka kite ano 
Rennie 
 
If your child is unwell  
Please do not bring your child to kindergarten if he or she is unwell. Please respect the well- being of 
the child, their teachers and their peers.  
 
 

PLAYGROUP NEWS 
\ 
Our three playgroups are thriving, and although we don’t have space to welcome new families, we are 
happy to include visitors who wish to experience a session before they sign up for our new group. 
 

CRAFT GROUP 
 

 
Our next project is making Origami mobile with various geometrical shapes, all made from simple 
paper parts and driftwood.      If you have craft projects you can share with us, especially 
for the coming fair, please contact Izumi: izumi@slingshot.co.nz.     
 
The craft group money box is $6.40 short – if anyone owes anything then please would they pay up! 
Also, we have an unnamed IOU $5 in the box which has been there since Term 2. Would the IOU 
writer please exchange it for $5!     
 


